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Greetings Gateway Family! We had a great first semester and we are gearing 
up for an even better 2nd semester.  Scholars finished the semester by taking 
STAR and Compass progress monitoring assessments.  Scholars will start 2nd 
semester by tracking their progress, reflecting on 1st semester and developing 
goals for 2nd semester.  As we know, anything is possible if you set goals.  Every 
scholar has a data section in their binder, please check this frequently and 
speak to scholars about their progress. 

 
I know every student’s experience is unique, but I want to ensure we are doing 
everything in our power to make sure EVERY Gateway Scholar has a great 
experience at Gateway High School.  We invite you to ALWAYS share your 
thoughts, comments and suggestions.  You can do this by emailing or calling the 
school directly at 239-303-7480.  The best way to get involved, stay informed 
and share your thoughts is to attend our monthly SAC meetings.  
 
Meetings are by zoom and the remaining meetings are listed below: 

February 2 
March 2 
April 6 
May 4 

         SAC Zoom Information: 
      Meeting ID: 863 533 1719 
        Passcode: Eagles2020 
 

This month, we are focusing on Community Engagement.  If you want to be a 
part of establishing community partnerships and engagement, please be sure 
to attend our February SAC meeting.  As always, we are here for you and our 
scholars.  Let’s work together to Gateway High School the best school in Lee 
County! 
 
Sincerely, 
Neketa Watson, Proud Principal 
Gateway High School 
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Important Dates 
 

February 2nd  
School Advisory Council (SAC)  

Meeting @ 6:00 PM   
 

February 6th  
10th Annual Strides for  

Education 5k 
Come join our Gateway High Team! 
Parents and Students are welcome! 
https://www.flcpsstrides5k.com/ 

 
 
 

February 15th 
President’s Day (School closed)  

 
Cambridge 

Hello Parents of Aspiring 
Filmmakers! 

Cambridge creative writers will 
be entering the district's 

filmmaking contest. Deadline is 
April 1st. Stay tuned! 

 
 
 

 SAC Meeting Dates 
February 2 
March 2 
April 6 
May 4 
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER   
 

TEEN DRIVER  
Do you have a permitted or licensed 

teen driver with at least sixty hours of 
driving experience? Do you want 

them to gain knowledge and tactics 
that would provide them with 

confidence while driving on our 
roads? Look no further than the Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office Teen Driver 

Challenge! 
One of Sheriff Carmine Marceno’s 

initiatives is ensuring the safety of all 
residents in Lee County, especially 

our youth. Your teen would receive a 
two-day course including classroom 

and driving instruction. Students 
learn vehicle dynamics, safe driving 
practices and responsible decision-
making skills in a fun, encouraging 

environment. 
Join one of our 2021 classes today!  They 

are free but you must register in 
advance.  The classes fill up quickly… 

sometimes months in advance. 
For more information or to register 

please email Staff Officer Stacy DeTar at 
sdetar@sheriffleefl.org. 

DUAL ENROLLMENT 
Are you interested in taking dual enrollment 
courses in 10th grade?  You will need an ACT 

or an SAT score to be eligible.  We are 
offering the SAT on 3/13 here at GHS.  Sign 

up at www.collegeboard.com and select our 
code 102735.  There are only a few seats 
left.  The registration deadline is February 
12th!  If you need help registering or have 

any other questions, please see Mrs. 
Browning in the dining hall during lunch or 

email her at juliekb@leeschools.net. 
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On February 12th we will be 
celebrating and recognizing 
students who have excelled 

academically.  Students who have 
a weighted cumulative GPA of 
4.0 or higher will be awarded 

the Summa cum 
laude designation.  Students who 
have a weighted cumulative GPA 

of 3.75-3.99 will be awarded 
the Magna cum 

laude designation.  The parents of 
these students will be able to 

watch the ceremony live through 
YouTube.  Those parents will be 

notified the day or two before with 
the link. 
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Alexa volunteering 
at Taste of Greece. 

Ellie volunteering as the 
soccer team manager. 

Evan volunteering at Calusa 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER- VOLUNTEER    
 

Roman volunteering at 
Calusa 
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Preston volunteering at GHS 
with the IT department 

Jaeden volunteering  
fostering kittens 



 

 
 
 

CAREER ACADEMY- VETERINARIAN  
 

Tips for Adopting Your New Best friend 
1. Age is not as important as you might think 

 
Many people are fixated on getting a puppy or a kitten. 

Granted, they are adorable. But they are a work in 
progress, so it can be hard to be sure what you are 

getting. Be open to adopting an adult pet! They may 
already be trained in many ways and what you see is 

likely what you get. 

2. Size isn’t always a big deal 

 
This is not to say that size is inconsequential. But what matters 

much more is how big the pet thinks they are. There are 
Chihuahuas that act like Mastiffs and vice versa. Don’t assume 
that, because you know a big dog who is great with kids, all big 
dogs are great with kids. Or need a lot of roaming room. Or any 

other trait that seems logical, but may not correspond to the 
actual pet you are considering. 

3. Looks aren’t everything 

 
Just like people, some pets just don’t come across in a 

photograph. Others take great pictures, but are 
different from what the photograph seemed to indicate 
when you meet them. We all tend to make assumptions 
based on looks – sometimes incorrectly. Check out if the 
pet is attentive or curious or aloof or energetic or laid-

back. These are the qualities that will make a difference 
in how successfully they will mesh with your lifestyle 

and household. 

4. Personality trumps breed 

 
If you are adopting a pet to be a pet (rather than, say, a 

hunting companion,) you should focus less on a certain breed 
and more on personality traits. Personality, likes, and dislikes 
vary widely even among animals of the same breed. Learning 

about specific breeds’ common personality traits can help 
narrow your search, but in the final analysis, you’ll find a better 
fit for yourself by focusing on the individual personality of the 

pet that is there in front of you. 

5. Make a list 

 
It helps to write down the things you expect to do with 

your pet. For example, if you want a dog to participate in 
your extremely active, outdoor lifestyle, a dog that is 

fearful in new environments and has a lower activity level 
is unlikely to be a good choice. Likewise, if you know you 
like to spend most of your time relaxing, a high energy 

and active dog, even if they look right or fit your idea of 
the proper breed, probably wouldn’t be a good fit either. 

6. Be open to the possibilities 

 
 

You just might find that the love you were looking for comes in 
a package you weren’t expecting! 

 

 
 

Veterinary Students Get Hands-On Experience 
While Giving Back to The Community 

Gateway students are fostering kittens at home to earn Bright Futures Scholarship volunteer hours. These 
adorable kittens & dogs visited Ms. O’Brien’s Veterinary Technology class where our Veterinary students 

gained some hands-on experience! 
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CAREER ACADEMY- MEDICAL   
 

  Would you like to become  

A Pharmacist?  
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Athletic Information 
As we wind down Winter Sports, we want to say congratulations to all of our 
teams on the inaugural season. Spring sports are coming up and we will host 
Baseball, Softball, Track and Field, and Tennis. We look forward to competing 

this year as we continue to soar. 
Join the google classrooms in the sport you would like to try out for. 

 

 
Athletic Events 

 
Baseball 

               2/16       Island Coast 
             2/17      Gateway Charter 

               2/18      Ida Baker 
 

Softball 
        2/16       Island Coast 

 
Track and Field 

2/13     Dunbar 
                 2/19     Ida Baker 
                 2/25     Ida Baker 
 

Girls Tennis Dates: 
2-16 @ Gateway 

                2-18 @ Lehigh 
2-23 @ Gateway 
2-25 @ Gateway 

What do I need to be a Student Athlete at Gateway? 

• Physical 
• Health Insurance,  
• Birth Certificate,  
• GPA 2.0 or above 
• Completed/signed paperwork 

from FHSAA and LCSD. 

All paperwork can be found by 
scanning the QR code below: 

 

Sport Head Coach Contact Information 
Google 

Classroo
m Code 

Boys Track and Field Cullen O’Brien cullenjo@leeschools.net Crkw2er 

Girls Track and Field Brendaliz 
Valentin brendalizv@leeschools.net 2y7hjaw 

Baseball Nicholas Bland nicholasbl@leeschools.net iadbht3 

Softball Kimberly 
Riggins kimberlycr@leeschools.net Bczb734 

Tennis Dennis 
Quisenberry Nicholaslpleeschools.net opfztpo 

 

 Don’t Miss Our Valentine’s 
Boo Gram sale. 

 
Candy Bag-$2 

 
Candy Bag & 

Chocolate Rose- $3 
 

Sales from: 
Jan 25 - Feb 11 

 
Distribution:  
February 12   
Last Block  

 See Ms. Riggins  
Softball Coach 



        
  

Chalk Art Competition 
Photos  

 

GATEWAY HIGH SCHOOL- LITERACY 
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GHS Eagles Reading Nest 
 
Parents – Three Tips to Get Your Teen Reading. 

1. Be a positive role model for reading. Let your teen see you 
reading for pleasure and during routine activities such as 
reviewing letters, recipes, instructions, websites, newspapers, 
magazines, and e-mail. 

2. Allow your teens to select their own reading material. Teens 
are more likely to read books or magazines that interest them. 
Help your teens find books, articles, or websites on a topic or 
hobby that interests them. Consider websites to which they 
might be interesting in subscribing. 

3. If your teen is bilingual or even learning a second language, 
encourage reading in both languages. The important thing is 
for your teen to read. It's ok if your teen reads in his first 
language, second language, or both languages! If your teen 
prefers reading in Spanish, for example, look for Spanish 
books and magazines at the library. This will help him keep his 
Spanish skills strong and give him more reading practice - 
which will also help his English reading skills too. If your teen 
is learning a new language, visit current event websites in that 
language that appeal to a teen audience. 

 
(Tips adapted from colorincolorado.org) 

ART News  
 
Hi all, I would like to share photos from the Chalk Art Competition. Here are 

the links to photos: https://photos.app.goo.gl/HozrcQmqF1XCjBNv5 
 

Art Club students participated in the ArtFest Chalk Art Competition. They 
were provided materials and a theme. This years’ theme was Community. 

Their work will be displayed at ArtFest in downtown Fort Myers on 
Saturday, February 6th, and Sunday, February 7th. It will be judged and prizes 

will be awarded. Information about tickets can be found 
here: https://artfestfortmyers.com/ 

 
Students who participated are Yesenia Mendiola-Cazares, Frances Carlson, 

Tanner Chisum and Tyheem Gonzalez. 
 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphotos.app.goo.gl%2FHozrcQmqF1XCjBNv5&data=04%7C01%7Camandaso%40leeschools.net%7C869dca348c1845bd188208d8b6a736b0%7C7cd7bd8e981148719dbd91bfafbd097b%7C0%7C0%7C637460176592825332%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oheCo4wGFpj%2Fsqr15Oz%2F%2Bi5PWDmh01U1XFrX90CiOUc%3D&reserved=0
https://artfestfortmyers.com/
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Gateway High School Clubs/Activities 

Club Name Sponsor When Do They Meet? Google Classroom  

Anime Club Mr. Forster 1st and 3rd Monday  irg3gph 

Science Team Mr. Forster 2nd and 4th Monday  kqqfbwv 

Math Team Mr. Hamrick 2nd and 4th Thursday  6mzbvpm 

Music Honor Society Mr. Fisher Every Monday and Friday  tsk2dmg 

National Honor Society Mr. Hamrick 
Ms. Laccetti 1st and 3rd Tuesday  mdyabfz 

JROTC - Raiders Mr. Hadley 
Mr. Garris Every Tuesday  7dl3lkr 

JROTC - Drill Team Mr. Hadley 
Mr. Garris Every Thursday  w67kk7h 

GSA Mrs. O’Brien Every Other Friday  uiwntwz 

Art Club Mrs. Soisson 1st and 3rd Wednesday  z6v5jnz 

CROP  
(College Reachout Program) 

Mrs. Prashad 
Mrs. O’Brien 2nd and 4th Thursday  fkttsrm 

Key Club Mrs. Prashad 
Mrs. Whitlow TBD - will be working with Lehigh Senior rp2ygi2 

ture Educators of America Ms. Barrett 2nd and 4th Thursday 6foii7d 

Recycling/Ecology Club Mrs. Ferrell 2nd and 4th Monday  xjbp6j2 

STEM @ Work Mrs. Prashad 2nd and 4th Thursday  zcponpi 

Student Government Ms. Peterson 
Mrs. Whitlow As Announced  

Cambridge Ms. Loughlin 3rd Monday of Every Month  
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TEACHERS OUT-OF-FIELD 
Florida State Statue 1012.42 recognizes that teachers at times must be assigned duties in 

a class outside the field in which the teacher is certified. The following teachers at 
Gateway High School are certified, but may be assigned one or more classes outside their 

areas of certification and are required to take appropriate steps to comply with the 
statutory regulation: 

 
Brittany Laccetti, Alicia Madden, Monica Walker, Ebony Williams 


